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SENATE PASSES RIGHT TO WORK, PREVAILING WAGE BILLS – The Senate passed legislation 
this week that would repeal the state’s right to work law and reinstate prevailing wage. 

Why it matters: Following the House, the Senate passed three bills that together will undo the right to 
work law in Michigan, as well as reinstate prevailing wage for public construction projects. Senate 
Democrats pushed the legislation through committee early Tuesday, and later passed the legislation in the 
evening.  

To read more, please click here.  

HOUSE, SENATE TAKE UP GUN REFORM, TAX LEGISLATION – Democrats continued their 
march of moving long-held policy priorities this week with significant votes on right to work and gun 
reform legislation coming out of the Senate. The House was also in action on Thursday, moving key pieces 
of a deal brokered by legislative leaders and the Governor’s office during supplemental negotiations.    

The bigger picture: Democrats are very cognizant of the slim majorities they hold in each chamber and 
the dynamic any absent member creates on the floor, particularly if the agenda includes controversial 
legislation requiring the attendance of all 56 in the House and 20 members in the Senate. Thus far, sessions 
seem to include controversial legislation every week, underscoring the need to choreograph important votes 
accordingly. This week the House and Senate continued a trend of passing significant policy bills. 

To read more, please click here. 

MICHIGAN REPUBLICAN PARTY OFFICIALLY MOVING OUT OF LANSING HQ – After 
weeks of speculation, newly elected Michigan Republican Party Chair Kristina Karamo announced the 
state party will not use the Lansing headquarters the party inhabited the last 17 years. 

The bigger picture: Chair Karamo blasted former Michigan Republican Party Chair Ron Weiser in an 
email to precinct delegates while announcing the state party will not use the Secchia-Weiser Republican 
Center as its headquarters. Since her run for Secretary of State (SOS) in 2022, Chair Karamo has not been 
on good terms with the state Republican party and its traditional donors, which continues as she takes the 
reigns into the 2024 election. 

To read more, please click here. 

SRCC ANNOUNCES LEADERSHIP FOR FINANCE AND CAMPAIGN OPERATIONS – The 
Senate Republican Campaign Committee (SRCC) announced leadership teams for its finance and 
campaign operations. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/hlwo4zi8tbm5a1f/Senate%20Passes%20Right%20to%20Work%20Prevailing%20Wage%20Bills%20Article.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/cktu36lnjsh0o1v/House%20Senate%20Take%20Up%20Gun%20Reform%20Legislation%20Among%20Other%20Issues%20Article.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ykn3xz319ond2iv/Michigan%20Republican%20Party%20Officially%20Moving%20Out%20of%20Lansing%20HQ%20Article.docx?dl=0


Why it matters: The Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission created competitive maps 
that ultimately lead to Republicans losing majority for the first time in over 40 years. The SRCC is laser 
focused on reclaiming the majority in 2026. 

To read more, please click here. 

ODDS AND ENDS 

• Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed an expansion of the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to include 
sexual orientation and gender identity or expression. Sente Bill 4, now Public Act 6, was signed 
before a crowd of supporters who cheered as the Governor codified the change.  

• Senators Dan Lauwers (R-Brockway) and Joe Bellino (R-Monroe) had their committee 
assignments reinstated this week after being removed from them last month. The two Republican 
Senators adjourned session last month without warning during a fight over a tax cut and economic 
development package to the dismay of Senate Democrats. Both were added to the Senate Energy 
and Environment Committee and the Senate Regulatory Affairs Committee. 

• DTE Energy Company and Consumers Energy Company testified before the House Energy, 
Communications, and Technology Committee to answer questions surrounding the hundreds of 
thousands of Michiganders who lost power during the recent winter storm. The committee meeting 
went three-hours and resulted in Committee Chair, Representative Helena Scott (D-Detroit) 
saying a workgroup will be created to create necessary changes.  

• The House Appropriations Committee approved a $585 million transfer from the Strategic 
Outreach and Attraction Reserve (SOAR) Fund to pay for incentives for three economic 
development projects in Michigan. The funding was approved along party lines and now awaits the 
Senate Appropriations Committee to give the final approval for the money to be disbursed. 

• The House Education Committee took testimony only on legislation that would repeal Michigan’s 
letter grading system for schools. Members on the committee and stakeholders provided support 
and opposition to the legislation, House Bill 4166. 

• The Senate Housing and Human Services Committee took testimony on legislation that would 
modify the Brownfield Redevelopment Act to expand eligibility for housing assistance and 
development activities. Senate Bills 129, 130, 131 and 132 are expected to receive additional 
testimony. 

• The Senate Education Committee took testimony only on bills that would change the requirements 
for teacher certification and expand reciprocity for school counselors from other states. Senate Bills 
161 and 162 aim to deal with the state’s teacher and staffing shortage, according to Senator Erika 
Geiss, sponsor of Senate Bill 161 (D-Taylor). 

• The House Military, Veterans, and Homeland Security Committee reported legislation this week 
that would expand National Guard tuition assistance to family members of those serving. House 
Bill 4199 was reported unanimously by the committee. 

• Elections Director Jonathan Brater recommended significant changes to how the Bureau of 
Elections canvasses initiative petitions and candidate petitions to access the ballot after a review 
was conducted. Director Brater sent a memo to the Board of State Canvassers outlining the review 
and recommendations that were conducted by the Rehmann Group. 

MHSA  
Muchmore Harrington Smalley & Associates, LLC  

 
Sandra Jones 

sjones@mhsa.com 
Adrian Cazal 

acazal@mhsa.com 
Bret Marr 

bmarr@mhsa.com    

https://www.dropbox.com/s/nsdlz3covwf682i/SRCC%20Announces%20Leadership%20for%20Finance%20and%20Campaign%20Operations%20Article.docx?dl=0
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/BSC-Announcements/Memo-on-Random-Sampling-Procedure-Changes.pdf?rev=393dff63691e4bc48dc5279b7963206a&hash=B2A3207897403E16F06843F1744E6580
mailto:sjones@mhsa.com
mailto:acazal@mhsa.com
mailto:bmarr@mhsa.com


 Evelyn Zois Sweeney 
esweeney@mhsa.com 

Malcolm Kletke 
mkletke@mhsa.com 

Mandy Bolter  
mbolter@mhsa.com 

 
  

 Patrick Harrington 
pharrington@mhsa.com 

Jon Smalley 
jsmalley@mhsa.com 

 

          
124 West Allegan St., Suite 1900 | Lansing, MI 48933 | Phone: 517-484-8800 | Fax: 517-484-4442 | Email: rsmith@mhsa.com 

Follow MHSA on Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn 

 

 

 

mailto:esweeney@mhsa.com
mailto:mkletke@mhsa.com
mailto:mbolter@mhsa.com
mailto:pharrington@mhsa.com
mailto:jsmalley@mhsa.com
mailto:rsmith@mhsa.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpg%2FMHSALLC&data=04%7C01%7Ckaties%40elevatemarketingco.com%7C4cebd681a7ac46c72b9408d9eb1fd1d1%7C398ec9d5a11c410fa53f4e0671d936ae%7C0%7C0%7C637799344180193423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=jLTwcuZ8w6Jtb5p%2FgqN2I5XOe0O9cgAgecccMgOA86I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FMHSA_1988&data=04%7C01%7Ckaties%40elevatemarketingco.com%7C4cebd681a7ac46c72b9408d9eb1fd1d1%7C398ec9d5a11c410fa53f4e0671d936ae%7C0%7C0%7C637799344180193423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=7g%2B4hz1MYElYung5bGqPxvIK2i8OX7HrwTyVPMi52Is%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fmuchmore-harrington-smalley-%26-associates%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ckaties%40elevatemarketingco.com%7C4cebd681a7ac46c72b9408d9eb1fd1d1%7C398ec9d5a11c410fa53f4e0671d936ae%7C0%7C0%7C637799344180193423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=nqbf%2FPkumGoD3ksSgQswsgofWHa6iDR%2BtCxn9jixUlM%3D&reserved=0

